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INTRODUCTION  
ProppFrexx ONAIR is a comprehensive playlist management and broadcasting tool 
designed for general On-Air operations (live assist and automation), may it be for a large 
terrestrial radio stations or smaller web radio stations or even DJs performing live. 
ProppFrexx ONAIR is designed to serve you with the highest audio quality for a real 24 by 7 
by 365 operations. 

The flexible mixer and routing capabilities, the build in streaming functionalities, the ultimate 
support for almost any audio format as well as features like embedded playlists, true BWF 
support, multiple cartwalls, Outlook-like scheduler, full meta data (tag data) support, fast 
search and preview of media entries, remote control via GPIO, MIDI, Serial-IO, TCP and 
many more features make this solution the perfect choice. 

The sexy but rock-solid user interface of ProppFrexx ONAIR makes it even more fun to 
work with. 

The user interface part of ProppFrexx ONAIR is written in C# (based on the .Net 
Framework v4.8) whereas the underlying and integrated audio engine is written in C++ to 
guarantee most reliable and stable playout/recording. 

The next goal was highest sound quality as well as totally free mixer layout and routing 
capabilities. It should be possible to use ProppFrexx ONAIR without any external mixer or 
it should be possible to integrate ProppFrexx ONAIR into any existing studio environment 
including any remote operations control (eg. via GPIOs or MIDI). 

In addition, ProppFrexx ONAIR comes with an integrated user management and access 
control which allows you to operate it within a multi user environment even on the same 
machine. 

And last but not least ProppFrexx ONAIR should offer all tools which are needed in your 
daily radio business (eg. an on-air clock, integrated web browser and RSS news feed reader, 
super fast media explorer and finder, full streaming server support etc.). 

So, the combination of the audio engine, the playlist management and the scripting and 
scheduler engine (which also comes with a fully featured advertising management and 
overlay system) simply should make your life a lot easier. 
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INSTALLATION  

Hardware and Software Requirements 

Supported Operating Systems 

- Microsoft Windows® 7 32-bit and 64-bit 

- Microsoft Windows® Server 2008 family 32-bit and 64-bit 

- Microsoft Windows® 8 32-bit and 64-bit 

- Microsoft Windows® Server 2012 family 32-bit and 64-bit 

- Microsoft Windows® 10 and 11 32-bit and 64-bit (recommended) 

- Microsoft Windows® Server 2016, 2019 and 2022 32-bit and 64-bit (recommended) 

 

Supported Audio Interfaces 

Any single or multi-channel soundcard with one of the following drivers is supported: 

- DirectSound (WDM) driver 

- Core Audio (WASAPI) driver 

- Steinberg Audio Stream Input/Output (ASIO) driver (recommended) 

For best quality we recommend to use a professional audio soundcard which supports full 
32-bit or 24-bit processing. Note that you can use any number of soundcards in your system. 
However, you should try to avoid mixing the type of driver between multiple soundcards (i.e. 
if available use only ASIO drivers, then use only WASAPI drivers and finally use only WDM 
drivers). 

 If you discover issues with your existing hardware, please run the provided 
ăProppFrexx AudioTester.exeò which can be found in the installation folder. This 
application generates a file called ăProppFrexx AudioTester.logò containing 
information about your audio interfaces and possible errors. 

 

Hardware Requirements 

ProppFrexx ONAIR requires the following hardware: 

Category Minimum  Recommended 

CPU Dual-Core 2 GHz Quad-Core 2.4 GHz or higher 

RAM 2 GB 8 GB or higher 

Disk space At least 100 MB  
(the .NET Framework might require 
additional 150MB) 

500 MB or higher 

Monitor: 1024x768, 32-bit 1680x1050 or higher, 32-bit 

 

 The hardware requirements might depend on the type of use and the final 
deployment scenario. However, the system is able to fully scale with your 
environment, e.g. leveraging multiple CPUs, disk arrays etc. Multi-Core Systems are 
recommended. 
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3rd Party Software Requirements 

ProppFrexx ONAIR requires the Microsoft .NET Full Framework in version 4.8.0 or 
above. The latest .NET Framework will normally be installed with your Windows Operating 
System. However, you can obtain the .NET Framework from the Microsoft website: 
http://msdn.microsoft.com/netframework/default.aspx 

It is recommended to install the latest service pack for your .NET framework (we 
recommend using the latest .NET Framework 4.8)! 

Furthermore, the Microsoft Windows Media Audio Codec resp. the Microsoft Windows 
Media Foundation is required if you intend to playback WMA or MP3 files. The Windows 
Media Audio Codec will normally be installed with your Windows Operating System, 
however, you might also install the latest Windows Media Player: 
http://www.microsoft.com/windows/windowsmedia 

 

For certain functionalities, it is also recommended to install the latest DirectX version, 
which can be obtained here: 
http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?FamilyID=2da43d38-db71-4c1b-bc6a-
9b6652cd92a3 

 

There should normally be no need to install any of the above mentioned 3rd party 
software, as this typically already comes installed with your operating system. 

 

ProppFrexx might leverage the QuickTime  runtime for AAC support, which can be 
downloaded here (Note: installing iTunes will also install the latest QuickTime version, 
however iTunes is not required to be installed for AAC support): 
http://www.apple.com/quicktime/download 

For streaming AAC+ content (e.g. to a SHOUTcast server) ProppFrexx will use the 
Winamp media player libraries. So make sure to install Winamp if you plan to stream in the 
AAC+ format. Winamp can be downloaded here: 
http://www.winamp.com 

 

 

Credits 

This software uses portions of TagLib#: 

Copyright (c) 2006 by Brian Nickel <brian.nickel@gmail.com> 

TagLib# is free software: you can redistribute it and/or modify it under the terms of the 
GNU Lesser General Public License as published by the Free Software Foundation, either 
version 2.1 of the License, or (at your option) any later version. 

TagLib# is distributed in the hope that it will be useful, but WITHOUT ANY 
WARRANTY; without even the implied warranty of MERCHANTABILITY or FITNESS 
FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE.  See the GNU Lesser General Public License for more 
details. You should have received a copy of the GNU Lesser General Public License along 
with this program.  If not, see http://www.gnu.org/licenses/. 

 

This software uses portions of fhgaacenc: 

Copyright (c) 2011 tmkk <tmkk@smoug.net> 

Permission is hereby granted, free of charge, to any person obtaining a copy of fhgaacenc and 
associated documentation files, to deal in fhgaacenc without restriction, including without 
limitation the rights to use, copy, modify, merge, publish, distribute, sublicense, and/or sell 

http://msdn.microsoft.com/netframework/default.aspx
http://www.microsoft.com/windows/windowsmedia
http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?FamilyID=2da43d38-db71-4c1b-bc6a-9b6652cd92a3
http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?FamilyID=2da43d38-db71-4c1b-bc6a-9b6652cd92a3
http://www.apple.com/quicktime/download
http://www.winamp.com/
http://www.gnu.org/licenses/
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copies of fhgaacenc, and to permit persons to whom fhgaacenc is furnished to do so, subject to 
the following conditions: 

The above copyright notice and this permission notice shall be included in all copies or 
substantial portions of fhgaacenc. 

THE SOFTWARE IS PROVIDED "AS IS", WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND, 
EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO THE WARRANTIES 
OF MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE AND 
NONINFRINGEMENT. IN NO EVENT SHALL THE AUTHORS OR COPYRIGHT 
HOLDERS BE LIABLE FOR ANY CLAIM, DAMAGES OR OTHER LIABILITY, 
WHETHER IN AN ACTION OF CONTRACT, TORT OR OTHERWISE, ARISING 
FROM, OUT OF OR IN CONNECTION WITH THE SOFTWARE OR THE USE OR 
OTHER DEALINGS IN THE SOFTWARE. 

fhgaacenc is distributed with libsndfile version 1.0.24, which is released under GNU LGPL. You 
can get the source code of libsndfile in http://www.mega-nerd.com/libsndfile/. See 
http://www.gnu.org/licenses/lgpl.txt for GNU LGPL. 

Copyright (c) 1999-2011 Erik de Castro Lopo <erikd@mega-nerd.com> 

libsndfile is free software: you can redistribute it and/or modify it under the terms of the 
GNU Lesser General Public License as published by the Free Software Foundation, either 
version 2.1 of the License, or (at your option) any later version. 

libsndfile is distributed in the hope that it will be useful, but WITHOUT ANY WARRANTY; 
without even the implied warranty of MERCHANTABILITY or FITNESS FOR A 
PARTICULAR PURPOSE.  See the GNU Lesser General Public License for more details. 
You should have received a copy of the GNU Lesser General Public License along with this 
program.  If not, see http://www.gnu.org/licenses/. 

 

This software uses a weather service API as provided by World Weather Online: 
http://www.worldweatheronline.com 

 

This software uses portions of SharpDX: 

Copyright (c) 2010-2012 SharpDX - Alexandre Mutel 

Permission is hereby granted, free of charge, to any person obtaining a copy of this software 
and associated documentation files (the "Software"), to deal in the Software without 
restriction, including without limitation the rights to use, copy, modify, merge, publish, 
distribute, sublicense, and/or sell copies of the Software, and to permit persons to whom the 
Software is furnished to do so, subject to the following conditions: 

The above copyright notice and this permission notice shall be included in all copies or 
substantial portions of the Software. 

THE SOFTWARE IS PROVIDED "AS IS", WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND, 
EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO THE WARRANTIES 
OF MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE AND 
NONINFRINGEMENT. IN NO EVENT SHALL THE AUTHORS OR COPYRIGHT 
HOLDERS BE LIABLE FOR ANY CLAIM, DAMAGES OR OTHER LIABILITY, 
WHETHER IN AN ACTION OF CONTRACT, TORT OR OTHERWISE, ARISING 
FROM, OUT OF OR IN CONNECTION WITH THE SOFTWARE OR THE USE OR 
OTHER DEALINGS IN THE SOFTWARE. 

 

This software uses portions of Ember+ by Lawo: 

http://www.mega-nerd.com/libsndfile/
http://www.gnu.org/licenses/lgpl.txt
http://www.gnu.org/licenses/
http://www.worldweatheronline.com/
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Boost Software License - Version 1.0 - August 17th, 2003 

Permission is hereby granted, free of charge, to any person or organization obtaining a copy 
of the software and accompanying documentation covered by this license (the "Software") to 
use, reproduce, display, distribute, execute, and transmit the Software, and to prepare 
derivative works of the Software, and to permit third-parties to whom the Software is 
furnished to do so, all subject to the following: 

The copyright notices in the Software and this entire statement, including the above license 
grant, this restriction and the following disclaimer, must be included in all copies of the 
Software, in whole or in part, and all derivative works of the Software, unless such copies or 
derivative works are solely in the form of machine-executable object code generated by a 
source language processor. 

THE SOFTWARE IS PROVIDED "AS IS", WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND, 
EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO THE WARRANTIES 
OF MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE, TITLE AND 
NON-INFRINGEMENT. IN NO EVENT SHALL THE COPYRIGHT HOLDERS OR 
ANYONE DISTRIBUTING THE SOFTWARE BE LIABLE FOR ANY DAMAGES OR 
OTHER LIABILITY, WHETHER IN CONTRACT, TORT OR OTHERWISE, 
ARISING FROM, OUT OF OR IN CONNECTION WITH THE SOFTWARE OR THE 
USE OR OTHER DEALINGS IN THE SOFTWARE. 

 

 

  



 

ProppFrexx ONAIR 

 

16 RADIO42 Confidential  
 

Installing ProppFrexx ONAIR 

After you have successfully downloaded the file ăProppFrexx_ONAIR64/32_Setup.zipò, 
please unzip this file to a directory of your choice, which will result in the following file being 
created: 

- setup.exe 

- license.pdf 

- ProppFrexx ONAIR QuickInstallGuide.pdf (this document) 

Now execute the ăsetup.exeò (eg. double-click on it), which will launch the setup wizard. 

 

Figure 1: ProppFrexx ONAIR Setup Wizard 

Follow the instructions of the setup wizard. When prompted click on the ăNextò button to 
complete and confirm each step and go to the next one. You must: 

a) Carefully read and agree to the ăLicense Agreementò (note, that the provided license.pdf 
file also contains the same information is a more readable format) 

b) Select an installation folder and choose the install method 

 During the installation process, you might be asked to confirm the Microsoft 
Windows security policy and accept the installer as a trusted source. As the installer 
is not signed the publisher is shown as ôunknownõ. 

 

Directory Structure 

Upon successful installation of ProppFrexx ONAIR the following directory structure is 
created in the selected installation folder: 

[Installation Folder] : eg. ăC:\ ProppFrexx ONAIRò contains all main modules and  
      libraries. The main application is called ăProppFrexx ONAIR.exeò. 

 \ AddOns : contains any BASS add-ons to support playback of additional formats. 
      You might place additional BASS add-ons here, as available on 
      http://www.un4seen.com/bass.html#addons 

 \ Encoder : contains external command-line encoders which should be used. 
      You might place additional command-line encoders here by yourself. 

http://www.un4seen.com/bass.html#addons
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 \ log  : default folder where log files might be placed into. 
      This folder is empty by default. 

 \ Scripts  : default folder where script files might be placed into. 
      This folder is empty by default. 

 VST plug-ins (DSPs): Note, that only 64-bit VST 2.4 versions are supported on the 
64-bit version of ProppFrexx; and only 32-bit VST 2.4 versions are supported on 
the 32-bit version of ProppFrexx! 

 

Start Menu Structure 

The following start menu structure will be created in the program group under ăradio42ò ð 
ăProppFrexx ONAIRò: 

- ProppFrexx ONAIR  : will launch the main onair application 
- ProppFrexx ONAIR UserManual : will open this document 
- ProppFrexx Advertising & News : will launch the advertising manager 
- ProppFrexx Tagger   : will launch the meta data editor (tagger) 
- ProppFrexx GPIOClient  : will launch the 32bit GPIO client application 
- ProppFrexx MediaLibraryServer : will launch the media library server 
- ProppFrexx ONAIR Watcher : will launch the watcher application 
- ProppFrexx RemoteView  : will launch the remote viewer application 
- ProppFrexx Statistics  : will launsch the analytics/statistics application 
- ProppFrexx Time   : will launch the clock tool 
 

Desktop Icons 

The following desktop icon will be created: 

 ProppFrexx ONAIR 

You might double-click on this icon to launch the main application. 
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Uninstalling ProppFrexx ONAIR 

If you really need to uninstall ProppFrexx ONAIR you might do so by opening the 
Windows Control Panel and select Software. In the list of installed components select 
ProppFrexx ONAIR and click on Remove. 

All installed files will now be removed from your system. 

 After the uninstall process is done some files might be left on your system. These 
files relate to all user files created after the installation (i.e. your configuration 
settings etc.). You can find these files in the following directories: 

Application User Data Folder: eg. 
C:\ Documents and Settings\ username\ Application Data\ radio42\ ProppFrexx ONAIR 
resp. 
C:\ Users\ username\ AppData\ Roaming\ radio42\ ProppFrexx ONAIR 

In order to remove these files also, you need to do so by manually deleting them! 

 

 

Updating ProppFrexx ONAIR 

For convenience ProppFrexx ONAIR contains a menu item which lets you directly check 
for available updates without visiting our web-pages or downloading a new version manually. 

You might click on the "  Check For Updates..." menu item within the "  Help" menu 
(which is located at the top right of the main window) at any time. If a newer version of 
ProppFrexx ONAIR is available you will be prompted about that new version and might be 
able to download and install that version on the fly. After confirming to download the new 
version you will be asked, if you want to directly install it. In this case ProppFrexx ONAIR 
will automatically shut down and restart itself after successful installation of all required files. 

 Note, that the automatic update process will stop any running program and 
broadcasting, as a restart of ProppFrexx ONAIR is required. However, this 
interrupt should normally only take a few seconds. 

 

As an alternative, you might also download the latest stable release from our web-site 
(http://www.proppfrexx.radio42.com/download.html). Whenever a new version of 
ProppFrexx ONAIR is available you might start the installation process like described above 
by executing the related setup.exe. 

The installation process automatically detects an existing version of ProppFrexx ONAIR and 
will take appropriate action (e.g. uninstall the previous version and install the newer version). 
You are not losing any of your configuration or user data, since the installation process only 
updates necessary application files. 

 When you launch setup.exe, make sure, that you have fully closed and exited any 
running instance of ProppFrexx ONAIR! 

 

 

  

http://www.proppfrexx.radio42.com/download.html
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Windows Optimizations for ProppFrexx 

Here are some general tips to optimize your Windows operating system. Some of them 
might only be appropriate for Vista/Windows 7. The Windows operating system is often 
defaulted for consumer usage, as such some settings might not be appropriate for Pro-Audio 
and 24 by 7 usage which might make it necessary to change them. Do this only, if you 
effectively experience any issues. 

In general, make your system as slim as possible - meaning install and run only those 
applications which are really needed. Installing many unused applications might lead to 
interference and might just use your system resources. 

 

Disable all Network Cards and Audio Devices which are not used 

Disabling network cards and onboard audio devices which are not used prevent any 
interference and helps freeing up system resources. In the Windows Device Manager window, 
double-click Network adapters or Sounds, then double-click the Network Adapter or Sound Device 
card you want to disable. 

 

Disable USB Power Management 

This optimization frees up bandwidth in the USB bus and can help resolve problems with 
device recognition and driver installation (especially if you are using an USB soundcard or 
harddisk). In the Windows Device Manager window, double-click on Universal Serial Bus 
Controllers. Double-click on the first USB Root Hub item; click on the Power Management tab; 
uncheck the box that says 'Allow the computer to turn off this device to save power.' and click OK. 
Repeat this process for all other USB Root Hub items. 

 

Disable System Startup Items 

Freeing up system resources, this can resolve conflicts with other applications that 
automatically start up with your computer. Hold down the Windows Key on your keyboard (or 
Start Menu button) and press the letter "R" to open up the Run dialog. Type "msconfig" and 
click OK. Remove all startup items which are not needed. 

 

Hard Disk Optimizations 

Make sure to use a fast I/O sub-system. Playing tracks from slow devices like slow network-
drives or slow USB-drives might lead to playback dropouts. In addition you might: 

a) Uncheck the drive option Compress this drive to save disk space 

b) Uncheck the drive option Allow files on this drive to have contents indexed... 

 

Turn off User Account Control (UAC) 

Do this only, if you really experience any problems! Open the Start Menu and then click on 
Control Panel. In the Large Icon View, click User Accounts. Click on Change User Account Control 
Settings. Set it to 'Never notify'. 

 

Adjust Power Options 

Prevent the computer from going into Sleep Mode, which can cause playback issues with the 
audio interface and its drivers. Open the Start Menu and then click on Control Panel. In the 
Large Icon View, click on Power Options. Select the 'High Performance' power plan. Click on the 
Change plan settings link. Set the display's sleep time to Never. Set the computer's sleep time to 
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Never. Click on the Change advanced power settings link. Click on the + sign next to Hard Disk. 
Click on the + sign next to Turn Off Hard Disk After. Select the default; the text entry field 
will now be accessible. In the text entry field, type Never. Click Apply and then OK. Click Save 
Changes. Close the Power Options window. 

 

Disabling Screen Saver 

Prevent your screen saver from being enabled. Right-click on the Desktop and select 
Personalize. Click on Screen Saver. In the screen saver menu, select None and click OK. 

 

Display Performance 

On slower computers, this frees up system resources. Click on the Start Menu, right-click on 
Computer. Choose Properties. On the left side of the screen, click on Advanced System Settings. 
Under Performance, click on Settings. Choose the option to Adjust For Best Performance. Hit Apply 
and then OK. 

 

Disable DEP 

This might resolve blue screen errors with USB devices and is only needed if you really 
experience any issues! Hold down the Windows Key on your keyboard (or Start Menu button) 
and press the letter "R" to open up the Run dialog. Type "cmd" and wait til you get a list of 
programs displayed (cmd.exe). Right-click on "cmd.exe" and choose Run as Administrator. Click 
the Allow button if it asks you for permission. Type or copy & paste this into the command 
prompt window: 

 bcdedit.exe /set {current} nx AlwaysOff  

Hit the Enter key and you should see the confirmation Operation Completed Successfully. Restart 
the computer and DEP should be off. 

If you would like to re-enable DEP enter the following into the command prompt window: 

 bcdedit.exe /set {current} nx OptIn  

After restarting the computer, DEP will be re-enabled. 

Disable DEP just for ProppFrexx ONAIR: 

Open the Start Menu and right-click on Computer. Choose Properties. On the left side of the 
screen, click on Advanced System Settings. Under Performance, click on Settings. Click on the tab 
for Data Execution Prevention. Choose the option ôTurn on DEP for all programs and services except 
those I select:'. Click on the Add button and navigate to the following location òC:\ Program 
Files\ radio42\ ProppFrexx ONAIR\ 3.0ó. Choose the executable file for ProppFrexx ONAIR 
(ProppFrexx ONAIR.exe). Hit Apply and then OK. Restart your computer. 

 

Disable any Windows System Sound 

To prevent any automatic windows notification sound to be played, disable any windows 
sound. Open the Start Menu and then click on Control Panel. In the Large Icon View select the 
Systemsound settings under thze Sound options. And. Select the ôNo Soundsõ profile/schema and 
click OK. 

 

Disable Input Devices being monitored in an Output Device 

Some input devices might directly be monitored (and played back) on an output device by 
the Windows sound management. When also using these devices from within ProppFrexx 
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this might result in an unwanted echo effect or duplication of the sound output (depending 
on your mixer setup). E.g. when you use an input mixer channel and monitor it on a mixer 
output channel (via the Route To or SND function) and the same used input device is also 
monitored by the Windows sound management on an output device, you will hear the same 
input signal twice (but unsynchronized), as ProppFrexx and Windows independently copy 
the audio signal. So make sure, that only either ProppFrexx or Windows performs such 
monitoring. To disable the Windows output monitoring of an input device do the following: 

Open the Start Menu and then click on Control Panel. In the Large Icon View, click on the Sound 
options or select Manage Audio Devices. In the Sound dialog select the Playback tab. For each 
playback device listed which you might want to use from within ProppFrexx right-click on it 
and select Properties. In the properties dialog of that output device select the Level tab. If more 
than one level control is shown, make sure to Mute any unwanted audio signals coming from 
other sources (e.g. mute the ôMicrophoneõ level for any output device if shown). 

 

Adjusting Windows Recording Device Settings 

When using a certain input device from within ProppFrexx you might want to adjust its 
system settings in the Windows sound management, e.g. you might want to disable the 
playback capability of an input device or disable the microphone amplification and or certain 
input effects. To do so open the Start Menu and then click on Control Panel. In the Large Icon 
View, click on the Sound options or select Manage Audio Devices. In the Sound dialog select the 
Recording tab. For each recording device listed which you might want to use from within 
ProppFrexx right-click on it and select Properties. In the properties dialog of that input device 
select the Listen, User Defined or Advanced tab and make the necessary changes. 

 

Other Things 

Avoid connecting soundcard devices to USB/FireWire hubs.  

Avoid running any unneeded programs at the same time as ProppFrexx. 

Turn off any software utilities that run in the background, such as Windows Messenger, 
calendars, and disk maintenance programs. 

Turn off any non-essential USB devices while running ProppFrexx. 

If your video display card supports it, enable Bus Mastering in the manufacturerõs Control 
Panel. 

 

Finally: Make sure to use a sufficient Playback-Buffer. 

If you experience dropouts during playback this might be an indication, that your output 
buffer size is too small. In such case try to increase the output/playback buffer of your 
soundcard. This can either be done directly within ProppFrexx (using the mixer channel 
device configuration dialog) or sometime within the soundcards driver panel. 

Note, that audio processing might significantly leverage your I/O sub-system (harddisks, 
system bus etc.) especially when using low latency settings with your soundcard driver, as not 
only the audio data needs to travel through your system, but also the raw audio file data needs 
to be read in. Please think of the following: the lower the latency (the smaler the playback 
buffer) the more often a file access to the playing audio file(s) is needed! This means while 
playing back one or more audio file (especially in parallel) the more often the system needs to 
read data from these file - and this leverages your I/O sub-system (harddisks). As such, if 
your I/O sub-system (harddisks) is not fast enough to deliver the data as needed you might 
experience dropouts and breaks in the sound! 
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Another usefull option might be to increase the time interval at which the windows 
operating system tries to synchronize its system clock with a precise internet time (atomic 
time). By default Windows synchronizes its system time every 7 days. To change this you can 
edit the following registry key: 

HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\ SYSTEM\ CurrentControlSet \ Services \ W32Time\ TimeProvider

s\ NtpClient  

Change the SpecialPollInterval key accordingly (which gives the intervall in seconds). E.g. 
change it from 604800 to 86400 to synchronize the time once a day. 

 

If you anyhow discover any issues with your system, please make sure to: 

¶ use the latest updates and service packs for your operating system 

¶ use the latest updates and service packs for the .Net Framework 

¶ use the latest updates for your soundcard/drivers 

¶ regularly Check for Updates to see if a newer ProppFrexx version is available 
 

 

Furthermore, check for any latency spikes within your system! Latency spikes caused by a 
system component are the main reason for audio drop-outs. You can monitor your system 
latency with these 2 tools: 

¶ DCP Latency Checker: http://www.thesycon.de/deu/latency_check.shtml 

¶ Latency Monitor: http://www.resplendence.com/latencymon 
 

Use the 2 above tool to monitor your system for any latency spikes! If running these tools 
for a couple of minutes reveals any issues, follow the instructions given on their web site. 

Most of the time it is an enabled WiFi and/or Bloothoth device causing latency spikes. 

So, try to disable any existing WiFi and/or Bloothoth device in your device manager! 

Also try to disable any other device and service which is not essential to your system resp. 
the audio processing. 

 

 

http://www.thesycon.de/deu/latency_check.shtml
http://www.resplendence.com/latencymon
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ABOUT ProppFrexx ONAIR 
The main idea of ProppFrexx ONAIR was to offer perfect playlist management and 
integration. So whenever we are talking about media libraries we are talking about playlists. 
Instead of using native, proprietary databases to store references to media file, ProppFrexx 
ONAIR uses standard playlists. However, playlists can be physical local playlist files (eg. like 
.m3u, .pls or any other supported playlist format) or even links to database tables 
representing a playlist. Cartwalls are also seen as playlist, whose entries represent the single 
carts; whereas the scheduler might create dynamic playlists for live assist or fully automated 
playout operations etc. In other words you might say: ăAlmost everything in ProppFrexx 
ONAIR is a playlistò. 

This means the first thing you should think of is: ăWhere are my audio files and how do I 
organize themò. So here are some notes about playlistsé 

By default, the standard playlist formats (like eg. .m3u or .pls) just contain a reference to the 
location of the audio file (plus sometimes a short title of the reference), but they typically 
does not contain additional information about how an individual track should be played (eg. 
specifying cue-points, if loop points exist, if volume envelops to perform automatic fading 
exist, if additional meta data is associated with a track etc.). For this reason we have 
developed our own playlist format called ă.pfpò ProppFrexx Standard Playlist format. This 
format overcomes these shortens and supports all kind of additional meta data per individual 
playlist track. It is based on the open Sharable Playlist Format (.xspf) which stores the playlist 
in an XML format. However, you can still use any other existing and supported playlist 
format with PorppFrexx ONAIR, just be aware, that in such case some features might not 
be available. So let us assume you already have various playlists available and each playlist 
represent your database of playable tracks (audio files). 

Whenever you want to play a track you can create a logical playlist within ProppFrexx 
ONAIR. This is where the Playlist window comes into play, in which you can arrange all 
your tracks (eg. add them from one of your media libraries, drag-drop from the windows 
explorer etc.). This logical playlist defines the order of tracks to be played. Each logical 
playlist has up to four DJ Players (by default only 2 DJ Players are configured). The tracks 
from the playlist are loaded in sequential order from the playlist to these players and can now 
be played out from there. Each DJ Player can be freely assigned to any output mixer channel 
strip of the main mixer within ProppFrexx ONAIR. Various options are available to support 
you with these tasks. This goes from automatic playback and mixing to fully manual 
operations. 

As you might not always want to operate ProppFrexx ONAIR in a manual fashion an 
extensive scheduler and scripting engine is available. You can define any number of scripts, 
in which you describe how and what tracks should be automatically added to logical playlists; 
and you can setup programs, which are assigned to a scheduler control and define when new 
logical playlists should be created and what script should be executed along with it (just like 
in Outlook). This allows you to completely automate ProppFrexx ONAIR operations and 
also lets you seamlessly switch between manual (live assist) and automatic mode. 

Two independent cartwalls provide you with the ability to quickly play jingles, sweepers, 
whatsoever. In addition ProppFrexx ONAIR allows you to organize tracks in so called 
embedded playlists, which are smaller playlists which treat their entries as one big logical 
track. This allows you to pack multiple tracks (eg. a row of advertising tracks) to one single 
track. 

To support multiple users on a single broadcasting workstation ProppFrexx ONAIR comes 
with an integrated user management. This allows you to define any number of individual 
users working on the same machine without the need to change the operating system user. 
Each ProppFrexx ONAIR user can customize the look and feel of the user interface to his 
needs and each user can be granted an individual set of user rights (eg. preventing some user 
to perform certain actions or changing certain settings). 
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Integrated streaming support is another great feature set. You might directly broadcast live 
streams from within ProppFrexx ONAIR. You can define any number of streaming servers 
and such ProppFrexx ONAIR can be a source to external streaming servers or even be the 
server itself (eg. to support local area network broadcasting). 

An ONAIR time control, RSS Feed Reader, a Message Center, an integrated Web Browser, a 
freely configurable list of Standby Players, an extensive Find and Explorer control plus 
Overlay and MODStream support round up the picture. 

 

 

Features 

The following list provides an overview of the capabilities of ProppFrexx ONAIR: 

¶ Support for Windows 10, 11 and Server 2022 (32- or 64-bit) 
ProppFrexx ONAIR runs on any modern Microsoft Windows® operating system. 
Windows 10 and 11 as well as Server 2022 are fully supported. This includes either 
the 32-bit or the 64-bit versions. 

¶ 24 by 7 
ProppFrexx ONAIR is designed to operate 24 by 7. Stability was one of the major 
design goals to ensure glitch free daily operations. 

¶ High Quality Audio Processing 
ProppFrexx ONAIR is based on the best audio engine available on the market, 
which is BASS (see www.un4seen.com for details). Internal processing is performed 
in 32-bit floating point precision. The audio processing chain can be fully controlled 
by numerous options to guarantee an optimum in sound quality from input to 
output. 

¶ Fully ASIO and WASAPI Support 
ProppFrexx ONAIR supports any modern single or multi-channel soundcard with 
either a WDM, WASAPI or ASIO 2.0 driver. Therefore you might use almost any 
professional soundcard (digital or analog) with ProppFrexx ONAIR. 

¶ Support for almost any Audio Format 
ProppFrexx ONAIR supports playback of almost any audio format (stereo or multi-
channel, file based or internet streaming), this includes for example WAV, BWF, 
MP1/2/3, WMA, OGG, FLAC, APE, MPC, AAC, M4A etc. 

¶ Full TAG Reading and Writing Support 
ProppFrexx ONAIR supports almost any meta data format (TAGs), including 
ID3v1, ID3v2, APE, OGG Vorbis, WMA, M4A (iTunes), BWF etc. 

¶ Support for almost any Recording Format 
ProppFrexx ONAIR supports encoding or transcoding from and to almost any 
audio format via freely configurable command-line encoders. This also includes on-
the-fly recording of any mixer channel, eg. for immediate voice tracking, on-air 
checks or archival purposes. 

¶ Full Broadcast Wave Format Support 
ProppFrexx ONAIR fully supports the Broadcast Wave Format (BWF). This 
includes reading and writing of BEXT and CART chunks as well as RF64. 

¶ Unlimited Media Library Support 
ProppFrexx ONAIR supports almost any playlist format (e.g. .m3u, .pls, .wpl, .xspf, 
iTunes .xml, .smil etc.). Any playlist can serve as a media library representing a 

http://www.un4seen.com/
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database of tracks, which can be used any time during operations. In addition 
ProppFrexx ONAIR fully supports embedded playlists (playlists treated as a single 
continous track). You can also define Folder based media libraries (incl. an 
automatic synchronization feature) as well as Database based media libraries, 
allowing you to integrate any existing content on-the-fly. For large setups a remote 
media library server is available as well. 

¶ Integrated Streaming Support 
ProppFrexx ONAIR comes with integrated streaming support for SHOUTcast (v1 
and v2), ICEcast and Windows Media Server in either push or pull mode. Any 
number of (different) streaming servers can be configured and used in parallel. 

¶ Flexible Mixer and Routing Setup 
ProppFrexx ONAIR can be configured to work in any hardware environment. Any 
number of input and output mixer channels can be defined as well as virtual sub-
busses for handing sum- or group channel strips (this includes freely definable 
speaker assignment). Any player control within ProppFrexx ONAIR can be freely 
routed to any of those channel strips. This gives you unmatched flexibility in your 
digital audio workstation setup and lets you integrate ProppFrexx ONAIR into any 
given studio environment. 

¶ Mixer Presets and Profiles 
ProppFrexx ONAIR allows you to define any number of mixer profiles with up to 5 
mixer presets each. This allows you to change your entire mixer setup or only the 
definition of your mixer control (including effect, gain, pan or volume settings) with 
just a single click. 

¶ Local, Harddisk or USB-Stick Registration 
The ProppFrexx ONAIR registration is by default tied to your local machine (of 
course you can still use any resource within your local area network). However, a 
special hard disk or USB-Stick registration allows you bind your registration also to a 
local hard disk and/or a removable USB-Stick, so that you can carry ProppFrexx 
ONAIR with you on this single disk resp. single USB-Stickj only (mobile DJ 
support). 

¶ Full synchronized PFL 
ProppFrexx ONAIR allows you to monitor any playback or recording source at any 
time, fully synchronized. Beside real-time PFL (pre fade listening) an extra PFL 
player allows you to even monitor any position of a playback control in advance. 

¶ WaveFrom Display with sophisticated Cue-Points incl. Hooks 
ProppFrexx ONAIR can visualize any audio track in a WaveForm display which 
allows you to directly edit any cue-points. You can define standard cue-points (like 
In, Out, Next, FadeOut, Intro/Ramp, Outro etc.) as well as special hook cue-points 
for partial playback of track snippets. In addition track insert events will be fully 
visualized. 

¶ Graphical Segue-Editor (Multi -Track-Editor)  
ProppFrexx ONAIR comes with a graphical Segue-Editor which allows you to 
define the segue/mix of two subsequent tracks in a visual fashion by simply 
dragging the tracks. This multi-track editor also allows you to directly align your 
track inserts (voice overs) and supports real-time tempo adjustments as well as 
instant voice over recording and automatic volume attenuation. 

¶ Instant Recording (Voice Tracking) 
ProppFrexx ONAIR supports instant (voice over/tracking) recording from any 
mixer channel source. This allows you to record takes on-the-fly which can be used 
e.g. as track inserts or as completely new playlist entries. The instant recorder 
supports direct cue-point editing, ReplayGain calculation as well as full TAG editing 
as well as volume attenuation of the overlapping segue audio tracks. 
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¶ Support for Embedded Containers 
ProppFrexx ONAIR not only allows you to use audio tracks within a playlist. In 
addition, placeholders, document references and embedded containers are 
supported. An embedded container is a collection of entries, which is treated as one 
logical unit. An embedded container can be a list of audio tracks, an embedded 
playlist or even an embedded script, which allows you generate dynamic content as 
well as a LineIn-Feed. You can create embedded containers on-the-fly and even 
define hook openers, separators and closers for individual media types. 

¶ Track Information Moderator Support 
ProppFrexx ONAIR supports the DJ with his voice over task by displaying all 
currently relevant track information together with any predefined moderator text 
and comment in a separate and legibly window. 

¶ Full Timecode Control 
ProppFrexx ONAIR not only shows you what time it is. You are also always 
informed about the current track position, elapsed track time, the remaining time 
until Cue-Out, until the next track, until Fade-Out as well as the remaining 
Ramp/Intro and Outro times. 

¶ Freely configurable (Automatic)Mixing 
ProppFrexx ONAIR allows you to freely define manual and automatic mixing 
settings to control how tracks (or type of tracks) are mixed during automation or 
automatic playback. Cue-Points might be automatically calculated based on these 
settings for individual tracks (or type of tracks) to ensure non-stop and silence-free 
play out. In addition, you can freely define your own volume curves above that. 

¶ Full Replay Gain Support 
ProppFrexx ONAIR fully supports automatic replay gain adjustments (either peak 
level normalization only and/or adjustment of the perceived psychoacoustic 
loudness). 

¶ Full VST Support 
ProppFrexx ONAIR supports VST DSPs (v2.4 host). Besides that, ProppFrexx 
ONAIR comes with an integrated 10-band EQ, Dynamic Amplifier and a 
Compressor/Limiter per single mixer channel. 

¶ Automatic BPM Detection 
ProppFrexx ONAIR comes with an integrated BPM detection allowing you to 
synchronize and mix tracks with a perfect beat match. 

¶ Flexible Remote Control Support 
ProppFrexx ONAIR can be remotely controlled via several freely configurable 
interfaces, eg. TCP/IP, UDP, MIDI, Serial I/O, GamePort, Keyboard Hotkeys, 
OSC, IO-Warrior, Velleman K8055/VM110, D&R Airence Mixer as well as 
Ember+ or Livewire+. This allows you to operate ProppFrexx not only via the user 
interface, but also via almost any external device (perfect integration with your 
existing DAW controllers should be guaranteed). Almost everything what you can 
do via the user interface you can also do via the remote-control interfaces. 

¶ Open Sound Control (OSC) 
ProppFrexx ONAIR fully supports the Open Sound Control (OSC) protocol. This 
for example lets you use your iPhone or iPad as a remote controller (using 
ôTouchOSCõ). 

¶ Multi Studio Support 
ProppFrexx ONAIR supports remoting in a multi studio environment. If you 
operate multiple studios ProppFrexx ONAIR allows you to fully control each studio 
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remotely from any other studio. This includes scheduler and playlist control as well 
as controlling any remote mixer channel plus a special master and slave mode. 

¶ High Precision Synchronization 
ProppFrexx ONAIR allows you to define control commands and synchronize 
events with played out streams or to other events happening in the system. This 
ensures full control over not only ProppFrexx ONAIR but also over other 
applications. Even any number of track events can be defined which should be 
triggered if a specific position is reached (eg. to insert tracks within tracks etc.). 

¶ Full Reporting and Logging 
Almost anything what ProppFrexx ONAIR is doing can be logged to freely 
configurable log files. This should allow you to fulfill any internal or external 
reporting and regulatory requirements. 

¶ Automatic Recording and Automatic Sensing 
ProppFrexx ONAIR is capable to automatically record anything which is played out 
through any mixer channel (input and output); including various automatic sensing 
modes (eg. to only record if a signal is detected or above a certain threshold). This 
enables you for example to record your entire program for archival purposes or to 
record the DJ voice talks only for later on-air checks. 

¶ Modern User Interface 
The ProppFrexx ONAIR user interface comes as a modern ribbon control with a 
multiple document interface and a flexible docking manager. This allows you to 
arrange any window to any location and of course also supports any multi monitor 
environment. 

¶ Skinnable User Interface 
ProppFrexx ONAIR comes with a skinnable user interface. Over 30 skins allow you 
to customize the look and feel to your needs. This also includes a high contrast skin 
for color blind people. 

¶ High DPI Awareness 
ProppFrexx ONAIR is high DPI aware. The new Microsoft Windows® operating 
systems (like Vista, Windows 7 or Server 2008) allow you to change the DPI 
resolution, which in effect will display the ProppFrexx ONAIR user interface bigger 
or smaller. This is again a huge advantage for visually handicapped people. 

¶ Integrated User Access Control 
ProppFrexx ONAIR comes with an integrated user access control, allowing you to 
define any number of users and assign them to a user profile. To each user profile 
you can assign roles, rights and settings. This allows you tailor what a user can do 
with ProppFrexx ONAIR during his daily operations while still using a single 
windows operating user account (as every windows operating user sign on/off 
operations might break the play out of your broadcast). 

¶ Integrated Scripting 
ProppFrexx ONAIR comes with an integrated scripting engine. This allows you to 
define any number of scripts, which tells the system what and how tracks should be 
played during automation. Make it complex or simple ð you define how your station 
sounds while no operator is doing any live performance, or even run your station 
fully automated. 

¶ Integrated Scheduling 
The ProppFrexx ONAIR scheduler comes in a convenient Outlook-like style. Here 
you define when and how a script should run (with fixed or soft start time, as an 
overlay or new program, with or without a fixed end time etc.). In addition the 
scheduler allows you to also define general reminders, alerts or to simply execute any 
available control command. Just full control without limits. 
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¶ Full Automation and Live-Assist Support 
The scripting engine combined with the scheduler allow you to run your station fully 
automated. In addition, you can define when and if media libraries (playlists) should 
be automatically reloaded and if special folders should be monitored for new 
content in the background. However, you can of course always operate ProppFrexx 
ONAIR also in full manual mode or switch at any time between Live-Assist and 
automation mode. An AutoPlay feature also allows any operator to take a break and 
resume his live mode at any time later. This guarantees seamless operations in any 
day to day situation. 

¶ Flexible Import and Export (Integration with external Schedulers) 
The used Media-Libraries can easily be exported to a freely definable format (CSV, 
FixedWidth, Database or Playlist). External log files might be imported from many 
3rd party schedulers, like Music1, PowerGold, Selector, MusicMaster, Traffic 2000, 
RamComm, MaxRadio, Natural Log, Media Nucleus, RKom, Marketron, DkBureau 
etc. to create on-the-fly appropriate program and/or overlay scheduler entries 
accordingly. 

¶ Playlist Overlay Support 
ProppFrexx ONAIR allows you to define overlay playlists to be played out above 
your regular program at any definable time. An overlay playlist will suspend/pause 
or really overlay any current program and allows you to define stuff to be played 
independent from any operator (eg. advertising, news, weather, traffic reports etc.). 

¶ Integrated Advertising Management (incl. Multi -Region support) 
ProppFrexx ONAIR allows you to define and manage all your advertising needs, 
organize your partners and advertising audio, define advertising slots and report 
what has really being played as the perfect bases for your billing. Advertising 
playlists are automatically generated and can be integrated into the scripting engine 
or used as an overlay within the scheduler. 

¶ Voice Tracking (Remote or Instant) 
ProppFrexx ONAIR supports instant as well as remote voice over/tracking. This 
allows you to record takes on-the-fly (even from a remote home location) which can 
be used e.g. as track inserts or as completely new playlist entries. The voice tracking 
module supports direct cue-point editing, graphical segue editing, ReplayGain 
calculation as well as full TAG editing and volume attenuation of the overlapping 
segue audio tracks. 

¶ External Device Monitoring 
ProppFrexx ONAIR allows you to monitor your external devices (soundcards), 
preventing unwanted changes (eg. muting a device or changing the device volume) 
by other applications or manual user changes. 

¶ Sophisticated DJ-Players 
Each playlist window comes with up to four DJ Players. The size and features of 
these players can be defined from small/simple to medium/average to 
large/complex. A WaveForm visualization, a Cue-Point section, a Gain/Pan/EQ 
section, a special FX section, a hot start and event editor section, a loop sampler 
section, (master) tempo and pitching controls as well as reverse direction and 
backspin support round up the picture. 

¶ Additional Standby Players 
Beside the playlist related DJ Players ProppFrexx ONAIR comes with any number 
of additional Standby Players. Each Standby Players has the same functionality as 
the DJ Player plus a track stack mode and can serve manual play out of any track, 
stream or embedded playlist at any time. 



ABOUT ProppFrexx ONAIR 

 

 RADIO42 Confidential 29 
 

¶ Integrated Cartwalls 
ProppFrexx ONAIR comes with two integrated but independent cartwalls. Each 
cartwall allows you to quickly play any kind of jingle, sweeper, sample, whatsoever. 
Jump buttons allow you to quickly change your cartwall playlist. Multiple carts can 
be played all together or even sequentially in a row. Fading and looping can also be 
fully controlled. 

¶ MODStream Watcher 
ProppFrexx ONAIR allows you to monitor external streaming sources (eg. 
SHOUTcast, ICEcast or WMA streams; URLs) in the background at any definable 
time and if alive any current program might be suspended/paused or overlaid. This 
allows you to easily integrate external live, moderator broadcasts into your standard 
program. 

¶ Integrated Search, Find and Explore 
ProppFrexx ONAIR comes with super fast search and retrieval tools. Beside 
scanning and/or monitoring your hard disk respective certain (network)folders all 
your defined media libraries can be quickly accessed to find relevant tracks on the 
fly. Depending on your quality of meta data this also includes searching for similar 
tracks. This allows you to find the right track at the right time (eg. search by artist, 
album, title, BPM, genre, rating, mood etc.). 

¶ Integrated Web-Browser 
ProppFrexx ONAIR comes with an integrated web browser. This web browser can 
be used to support ONAIR operations (eg. to display station, artist, current track, 
moderation information etc.) or to display your custom web pages for interactive 
listener communication. 

¶ Integrated Message Center with RSS 
ProppFrexx ONAIR comes with a central message center, which allows you to not 
only get informed by external events (like scheduler alerts or control room 
messages) but also to read any internet RSS feed like current news and weather 
reports or traffic control reports etc. 

¶ Integrated CD-Ripping and -Burning Support 
ProppFrexx ONAIR also allows you to directly rip or burn Audio-CDs. Ripping 
includes automatic track lookup and tagging via MusicBrains, FreeDB.org and 
Amazon. 

¶ mAirList /DRS2006/BSR Simian/Jazzler Compatibility  
For users who have previously used mAirList, DRS2006, Jazzler, BSI Simian we 
make the switch easy. ProppFrexx ONAIR supports reading .mlp playlist files, 
.mmd meta data files as well as TXXX:mAirList ID3v2 file TAGs. In addition, 
ProppFrexx supports reading DRS2006 dBase .dbf files. All cue- and hook-points, 
most options, the type, title, artist, comment, the amplification etc. will be read and 
converted accordingly. So, no need to tag all your files again. 

¶ And many Moreé 
- An ONAIR Time control informs you about the current time 
   (incl. a quarter and hour countdown, an analog and digital clock) 
- A customizable Station-Visual control 
   (incl. your station logo as well as DJ pictures or live FFT visuals) 
- A printing system to print your playlists or scheduler setup 
   (incl. PDF, XML or HTML export) 
- etc. 
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Tools 

Beside ProppFrexx ONAIR six tools/applications are installed as well (which you can 
find/ start from the Windows Start menu resp. directly from within the installation folder): 

ProppFrexx Tagger (Meta Data Editor) 

The ProppFrexx Tagger is a standalone meta data editor which can be used to edit any 
available TAG data (ID3v1/v2, OGG Vorbis, APE, Monkey, WMA, ASF, M4A, iTunes, 
RIFF INFO, BWF BEXT and CART etc.) within your audio file. This not only allows your 
editors to maintain any standard TAGs (like Artist, Title, Composer, ISRC, Grouping, 
Mood, Genre, CoverArt etc.), but also gives you the ability to pre-define cue- or hook-
points, volume envelops, track/voice inserts etc. Beside storing the meta data directly within 
your audio file, the ProppFrexx Tagger also allows you to save separate meta data files along 
with the audio (if you don't want to make any modification to your source files). 

ProppFrexx Media Library Server 

This tool runs as a tray application in the background and can run on any machine within 
your network and can provide so called Remote Media Libraries to any ProppFrexx ONAIR 
instance. The ProppFrexx Media Library Server manages playlist, folder or database based 
media libraries defined on a central server repository. A ProppFrexx ONAIR instance can 
attach to any Media Library Server and use those central libraries, query media entries from 
those servers just as if they had been defined locally. This allows you to e.g. store all your 
audio content on a central, secured, shared network drive which is accessible by all 
ProppFrexx ONAIR instances and let the central Media Library Servers manage those 
content/libraries. Long running TAG reading, synchronization, refresh and availability tasks 
can now be moved to a central Media Library Server instead of running within ProppFrexx 
ONAIR. In addition the Media Library Server allows direct access to the audio files from any 
attached ProppFrexx ONAIR instance even if they are else not directly accessible from the 
ProppFrexx ONAIR instance ð this by temporarily transferring the audio file from the server 
to the client. This tool might be essential in larger, multi studio setups where a central audio 
content server is required which can also be used in a HA environment. 

ProppFrexx Advertising & News 

This tool manages all your advertising and news needs. It allows you to define and schedule 
advert slots; manage your advert partners; manage your advert campaigns and assign advert 
tracks to campaigns as well as assign campaigns to advert slots; as well as handling multiple 
regions, any number of news categories. In addition, this tool offers various statistics and 
billing reports to fullfill your daily advert planning tasks. As all the advertising data can be 
stored on a central, secured, shared network folder which is also accessible by all ProppFrexx 
ONAIR instances, it allows you manage advertising independent from ProppFrexx ONAIR 
(e.g. operated by your advert team only). 

ProppFrexx GPIO Client 

This separate application is an extensible GPIO module which allows an easy integration 
within your studio environment. The following communication protocols are supported: 
Ember+, Livewire+, TCP/IP, UDP, MIDI, Serial-IO, GamePort, HotKey mapping, Open 
Sound Control (OSC) as well as contact-closure triggers via Velleman or IO-Warrior as well 
as D&R interfaces. The tool communicates on one side with the external remote interfaces 
and on the other d´side in real-time with ProppFrexx ONAIR. 

ProppFrexx Statistics 

This is an extra statistics and analytics application, which allows extensive data mining based 
on all your historic play out data. It includes a pivot and chart grid as well as a table based 
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lookup. In order to use this feature, make sure you enabled the 'Keep Global Statistic Log' in 
the general settings and have used the system for a decent time. 

ProppFrexx Remote Viewer 

This is another stand-alone application. It allows you to connect to a running ProppFrexx 
ONAIR instance (which must have the GPIO Extension Service enabled and running). 
Once connected it mirrors the current playlist tracks (previous, current, next), the TimeCode 
window as well as the PlayState of all possible other players (Standby, Cartwall, Overlay and 
MODStream incl. their waiting and remaining time). As such it can be used locally with a 
secondary moderator place to get a mirror of the OnAir system or it might be used in a 
remote location to e.g. synchronize with the main system. 

ProppFrexx ONAIR Watcher 

This little tool runs as a small tray application in the background and allows you to constantly 
monitor the state of ProppFrexx ONAIR. In case of an unattended shut down of ProppFrex 
ONAIR or any other crash, it will automatically be restarted. 

ProppFrexx Time 

This little tool is a standalone Gorgy-Timing inspired clock control in the style of the classic 
LEDI® layout. 

pfremcmd 

This command-line tool allows you to send any control-command(s) to any ProppFrexx 
ONAIR instance remotely; e.g. to be used with 3rd party software to trigger certain actions. 
Control-Commands allow you to execute almost any ProppFrexx functionality. 

pfpconv 

This command-line tool allows you to convert any supported playlist format (see below) into 
the internal ProppFrexx Standard Playlist Format (.pfp). 

 

 

Supported Media Formats 

ProppFrexx ONAIR supports the following audio and playlist formats (this includes local as 
well as network files and internet streaming formats in HTTP and FTP): 

Playback (decoding): 

¶ Mpeg Layer I-III ( MP3*, MP2, MP1) 

¶ Wave and Broadcast Wave Format (WAV, AIFF, BWF incl. RF64, BEXT, CART) 

¶ Ogg Vorbis (OGG) 

¶ Windows Media Format (WMA, WMV)* 

¶ Free Lossless Audio Codec (FLAC) 

¶ Monkeyõs Audio (APE) 

¶ Musepack (MPC) 

¶ Advanced Audio Codec (AAC, AAC+, MP4, M4A)* 

¶ Dolby Digital (AC3)* 

¶ Apple Loosless (ALAC)* 

¶ Speex (SPX) 

¶ True Type Audio (TTA) 

¶ Opus Interactive Audio (OPUS) 

¶ Audio CD (CDA) 

¶ MIDI  
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¶ MOD Music 

Recording (encoding): 

¶ MP3 (via external command-line encoder)* 

¶ MP2 

¶ Wave and Broadcast Wave Format Format (WAV, BWF incl. RF64, BEXT, CART) 

¶ Ogg Vorbis (OGG) 

¶ Windows Media Format (WMA) 

¶ Advanced Audio Codec (AAC(+), MP4, M4A, via external command-line encoder)* 

¶ Free Lossless Audio Codec (FLAC) 

¶ Musepack (MPC) 

¶ Opus Interactive Audio (OPUS) 

¶ Windows Audio Compression Manager (ACM) 

¶ Any other external command-line encoder 

Playlists 

¶ ProppFrexx Standard Playlist (.pfp) 

¶ Winamp Playlist (.m3u, .m3u8) 

¶ Standard Playlist (.pls) 

¶ iTunes Library (.xml) 

¶ Windows Media Playlist (.wpl) 

¶ Sharable Playlist Format (.xspf) 

¶ Synchronized Multimedia Integration Language (.smil) 

¶ mAirList Playlist Format (.mpl) 

¶ CARMEN Access Database Format (.mdb) 

¶ DRS2006 dBase Database Format (.dbf) 

 

*ProppFrexx might leverage the decoding/encoding audio codes as installed on your operating system (e.g. using 
the Windows Media Foundation libraries respectively the QuickTime libraries). When installed no additional 
decoding/encoding license is required. 
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Starting ProppFrexx ONAIR 

In order to launch ProppFrexx ONAIR double-click on the desktop icon named 
ProppFrexx ONAIR or choose ProppFrexx ONAIR from the system menu Start ð All 
Programs ð radio42 ð ProppFrexx ONAIR. 

Every time you start ProppFrexx ONAIR a splash screen will appear: 

 

Figure 2: ProppFrexx ONAIR Splash Screen 

The splash screen will inform you about the startup process. Once finished the main window 
of ProppFrexx ONAIR will become visible ð respectively you will be asked to register your 
copy of ProppFrexx ONAIR (if you havenõt done so or started ProppFrexx ONAIR for the 
very first time). 

 For alternative start methods and command-line options see the following chapter 
ăCommand-Line Optionsò. 

 If you want to start ProppFrexx ONAIR each time your computer starts, you 
might add ăProppFrexx ONAIR.exeò to your ăAutostartò group in the Windows Start 
menu. 

When you start ProppFrexx ONAIR for the very first time the mixer setup wizard will be 
launched automatically. The mixer setup wizard simplifies the process of creating your mixer 
setup (the definition of your output and input mixer channels and their soundcard usage) to 
integrate ProppFrexx ONAIR into your existing hardware environment and guides you 
through a series of simple steps. 

 

Figure 3: ProppFrexx ONAIR Mixer Setup Wizard 
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In the first step, you can select one out of six available integration types, which are listed 
below. Note, that you can at any time later extend you mixer setup and add new mixer 
channels and settings manually. So, these six integration types just represent some typical 
setups as a starting point. So, you might select the model, which is the closed one to your 
actual use case. 

 

Figure 4: ProppFrexx ONAIR Mixer Setup Wizard (Step 1) 

 

1. No external Mixer, no Microphone: 

 
This setup type is the most simplistic model. It creates two 
mixer output channels. One for standard play out of all default 
players (DJ, Cartwall, Standby etc.) and one output channel for 
Pre-Fade-Listening (PFL Player, Quick Monitor and Segue-
Editor). No mixer input channel is created. 
The PLAY output mixer channel is set to AutoSND2 at No 
PFL, which means you will hear the current PLAY signal in the 
PFL channel when you are not performing any pre-fade-
listening. 

Streaming-Servers might directly use the PLAY output mixer channel. 

 

2. No external Mixer, internal Microphone: 

 
Almost identical to the previous model, but a virtual PLAY 
channel is created which is further routed to a real OUT 
channel and in addition one input mixer channel is created, 
which is also routed to the OUT channel. 
The OUT output mixer channel is set to AutoSND2 at No 
PFL, which means you will hear the current OUT signal in the 
PFL channel when you are not performing any pre-fade-
listening. 

Streaming-Servers might directly use the OUT output mixer channel. 
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3. No external Mixer, internal Microphone (extra Monitoring): 

 
Four output mixer channels and one input mixer channel are 
created. The default players are routed to the virtual PLAY 
channel, which is further routed to the real OUT channel. The 
OUT channel is further copied a MON channel, thus giving 2 
independent outputs. The MIC input is routed to the MON 
output to keep playback and monitoring separate. 
The OUT output mixer channel is set to AutoSND2 at No 
PFL, which means you will hear the current OUT signal in the 
PFL channel when you are not performing any pre-fade-
listening. 

Streaming-Servers might directly use the MON output mixer channel. 

 

4. External Mixer, external Microphone (Simple): 

 
Two output mixer channels and one input mixer channel are 
created. The output is identical to type (1), but in this setup 
ProppFrexx mainly serves as a play out engine. The mics and 
other external sources are mixed by the external mixer, which 
sends his final ôon-airõ mix down back to a ProppFrexx input 
mixer channel. 

Streaming-Servers might directly use the INP input mixer 
channel. 

 

5. External Mixer, external Microphone (Complex): 

 
Four output mixer channels and one input mixer channel are 
created. The default players are routed to the virtual PLAY 
channel, which is further routed to the real OUT channel, 
which serves as the main output to the external mixer. Like in 
the above mode the external mixer sends the final mix down 
signal to an INP input mixer channel, which is further routed 
to a MON output channel, thus giving an independent output 
for extra monitoring. 
The OUT output mixer channel is set to AutoSND2 at No 
PFL, which means you will hear the current OUT signal in the PFL channel when you are 
not performing any pre-fade-listening. 

Streaming-Servers might directly use the MON output mixer channel. 

 

6. External Mixer, internal Microphones: 

 
Similar to the previous mode, but an additional input mixer 
channel is created to receive an internal microphone signal. 
Both the final mix down of the external mixer as well as the 
internal microphone are routed to the MON output channel 
for any external monitoring. 

Streaming-Servers might directly use the MON output mixer 
channel. 
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In the next step, you can define what driver model you want to use with your soundcard. 
Whenever possible we recommend using ASIO for lowest latency (especially when you want 
to monitor any mixer input channel to any output channel). If ASIO is not available you 
might want to use WASAPI (Windows Audio Session API, available on Vista/Win7 only) 
and if that is also not available you might need to use the classic Direct Sound (WDM) driver 
model. 

 

Figure 5: ProppFrexx ONAIR Mixer Setup Wizard (Step 2) 

When selecting a driver model the available soundcard devices are automatically listed to the 
right side. 

In the next step, you can define the sample rate to be used with your soundcard. 

 

Figure 6: ProppFrexx ONAIR Mixer Setup Wizard (Step 3) 

For optimal sound quality and minimum resource usage we recommend using the sample 
rate you are using with most of your audio files. Eg. if most of your audio files are encoded 
in 44.100 Hz, you might want to use this sample rate also for your mixer setup. In any case, 
automatic high-quality resampling will apply, if you select any different sample rate. 
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In the next step, you can define the number of DJ Players you want to use within a playlist 
window as well as if you want to create individual output mixer channels for each DJ Player. 

 

Figure 7: ProppFrexx ONAIR Mixer Setup Wizard (Step 4) 

It is recommended to use 3 DJ Players within the playlist window but you might also select 2 
or 4 at this point. 

If you select to create individual mixer output channels for each DJ Player, then instead of 
only one PLAY output mixer channel (to which all players are routed), multiple output mixer 
channels will be created (one for each player). 

And in a final step you need to assign the mixer channels to your physical soundcard devices. 
According to the hardware integration model you have selected you can assign a dedicated 
soundcard device/channel to the mixer channels created/used by ProppFrexx ONAIR. 

 

Figure 8: ProppFrexx ONAIR Mixer Setup Wizard (Step 5, 6) 

Make sure to select a unique combination for each mixer channel, i.e. do not use the same 
soundcard device/channel combination for different mixer channels. 

If you are running the mixer setup wizard manually you have the ability to specify a mixer 
setup profile name for your configuration settings. This gives you the ability to later switch 
between different mixer setup profiles. Eg. you might create multiple mixer profiles and on-
the-fly switch between these profiles according to your current need. 
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Figure 9: ProppFrexx ONAIR Mixer Setup Wizard (Step 7) 

 The mixer setup wizard will not be able to create a perfect setup for all 
environments. Eg. some users might want to create an individual real output 
(instead of virtual) for all DJ Players or even add more mixer channels. In these 
cases, select the best matching setup and adjust the mixer setup manually as 
explained in the following chapters. 

 Also note, that you might run the mixer setup wizard again at any time later. 
To do so, just select the "Mixer Setup Wizard..." menu item within the "  Help" 
menu (which is located at the top right of the main window). 
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Registering ProppFrexx ONAIR 

When you launch ProppFrexx ONAIR for the very first time or have never so far registered 
it, you will be asked to register your copy. It is recommended to register your ProppFrexx 
ONAIR license upon purchase. 

Note, that there are three different registrations modes available: 

1) Normal Registration: The Ident-Number is tied to your local machine. 
2) Harddisk Registration: The Ident-Number is tied to your installation hard disk. 
3) USB-Device Registration: The Ident-Number is tied to a USB-Device (ie. USB-Stick). 
Make sure to select the proper registration mode prior to registering! 

You can enforce a certain registration mode by starting ProppFrexx ONAIR with either the 
ò-fileRegó or the ò-usbRegó command-line option (or directly in the following registration 
dialog). If you donõt specify any command-line option (or have not specified a certain 
registration mode in the registration dialog) the normal registration mode is selected. Each 
registration mode will generate an individual Ident-Number and requires a different license 
(registration keys)! Note, that once you registered ProppFrexx ONAIR with a certain 
registration mode you should use/run ProppFrexx ONAIR each time with this same option 
(e.g. if you registered with the USB-Device mode (e.g. by using the ò-usbRegó command-line 
option or by selecting the USB-Device registration mode within the registration dialog) you 
should run/start ProppFrexx ONAIR each time with this same option)! Else the normal 
registration mode will be selected for which you havenõt registered and as such your obtained 
registration keys wouldnõt match! 

Also note, that the USB-Device registration mode requires the USB-Device to be present at 
any time during ProppFrexx is running! 

The following registration dialog will appear (which can also be invoked manually at any time 
from the general settings dialog by clicking on the ôRegistrationéõ button): 

 

Figure 10: Registering ProppFrexx ONAIR 

To perform your registration first select the registration mode you want to use. Select it 
from the ôModeõ combobox as shown above! Note, that when changing the registration mode 
the Ident-Number will change and the registration data (customer name, email, serial 
number and registration key might get cleared). 

When you have selected the ôUSB-Deviceõ registration mode the following dialog might appear 
in order to let you select the USB-Device to write the registration data to and to obtain the 
Ident-Number from: 



 

ProppFrexx ONAIR 

 

40 RADIO42 Confidential  
 

 

Figure 11: USB-Device Registration 

In the above dialog select the appropriate USB-Device to use for your registration. The 
ôAlways start ProppFrexx with the -usbReg optionõ check box allows you to specify, that once 
selected you can enforce ProppFrexx ONAIR to be started with the appropriate ô-usbRegõ 
option each time automatically (meaning you wouldnõt need to specify the ô-usbRegõ option 
manually as a command-line parameter). 

 

Once the correct registration mode was selected you might not have received any registration 
data yet. To complete your registration process you MUST provide the following 
information to RADIO42: 

- Customer Name (your full first and last name) 

- Customer eMail (your working and permanent email address) 

- Ident Number (as shown in the registration dialog) 

- Edition  (the edition to register: Basic, Premium, Professional, Enterprise) 

The following steps are required to complete your registration process: 

1. Provide the above information to RADIO42: 
a) by sending an email to proppfrexx@radio42.com 
b) by entering your name and email to the appropriate fields and by clicking on the 
    ăRequest Keyséò button 
    (note an email client must have been installed on your PC in order to work) 

2. Wait until you receive an email from RADIO42 containing the payment link or 
make a direct payment using the purchase links on our web-site. 

3. Pay your license fee via PayPal. 

4. Wait until you receive back an email from RADIO42 containing your registration 
data (this will contain a serial number, registration key and validation code). This 
might take some hours up to a couple of days. 

5. Now enter your customer name, email, serial number and registration key in the 
respective fields exactly as obtained! 

6. Click on the ăRegisteréò button. 
You will now be prompted to enter your validation code. Click ăOKò to close the 
dialog. 

7. If you entered your registration data correctly you can now use ProppFrexx 
ONAIR and will not be prompted for registration again. 

 Note, that with the standard registration the ăIdent Numberò is tied to your local 
machine. So it is not possible to run ProppFrexx ONAIR with the same 

mailto:proppfrexx@radio42.com
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registration data on a different machine. You MUST obtain a valid license (and 
separate registration data) for each machine you want to run ProppFrexx ONAIR 
on! 

Note, that there are three different registrations modes available (see command-line 
options below for details): 
1) Standard Registration: The Ident-Number is tied to your local machine. 
2) Hard-Disk Registration: The Ident-Number is tied to your hard disk. 
3) USB-Device Registration: The Ident-Number is tied to your USB-Device. 
Make sure to select the proper registration mode prior to registering! 

 However, you can and must use the exact same registration data, for each system 
user. If you have multiple windows users who should use ProppFrexx ONAIR with 
their Windows account, each user is required to enter the same registration data 
once again at first startup. 

 

Alternatively (or during the time until you actually receive your registration data) you might 
use the demo version of ProppFrexx ONAIR, which has the limitation that the demo only 
runs for 4 consecutive hours until it automatically closes (and needs to be restarted manually 
after) and in addition a short 2 kHz tone will be played every so often in one of your mixer 
channels. 

To use the demo version simply click on the ăUse DEMO Versionò button. 

 

Figure 12: Using the ProppFrexx ONAIR Demo Version 

 

When using the demo version you can return to the registration dialog at any time from the 
general settings dialog by clicking on the ôRegistrationéõ button. 

Summary: 

1. Select your Registration-Mode 
2. Send Ident-Number, Customer Name, eMail and Edition info to radio42 
3. Use the the demo version until the registration process is completed 
4. Pay online or wait for your payment link 
5. Pay your license fee 
6. Wait for your registration keysé 
7. Return to here and (re)select your Registration Mode 
8. Enter the registration keys as obtained 
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Command-Line Options 

By default, ProppFrexx ONAIR will start without any command-line options. However, in 
some cases it might be required to use some of the following command-line options. 

 

- scheduler <start|stop>  

If specified ProppFrexx ONAIR will be enforced to start resp. stop the scheduler at startup. 
Normally the automatic start of the scheduler is defined in the global system settings (see 
below). In certain circumstances, it might be desired to overwrite these system settings using 
the given command-line option. 

 

- streaming <start|stop>  

If specified ProppFrexx ONAIR will be enforced to start resp. stop all stream server 
configurations at startup. Normally the automatic start of the stream servers is defined in 
their related configuration settings (see below). In certain circumstances, it might be desired 
to overwrite these settings using the given command-line option. 

 

- config  <path>  

Defines the location (relative to the executable location or absolute path) to your 
configuration directory. By default ProppFrexx ONAIR stores any configuration files in the 
Application User Data Folder, i.e.  
ăC:\ Documents and Settings\ username\ Application Data\ radio42\ ProppFrexx ONAIRò resp. 
ăC:\ Users\ username\ AppData\ Roaming\ radio42\ ProppFrexx ONAIRò. 
By using this command-line option you can enforce ProppFrexx ONAIR to retrieve and 
store any configuration files at the given path location. This might for example be useful, if 
you want to share a common configuration for different system users, store the 
configuration files at a central network location or relative to the executable location on the 
same hard disk (like required for any hard disk registration). 

 

- globalconfig  <path>  

Defines the location (relative to the executable location or absolute path) to certain global 
configuration files. Namely: 

¶ Additional Media Libraries (file ProppFrexx ONAIR.medialibs) 

¶ Additional Cartwall Libraries (file ProppFrexx ONAIR.cartwalllibs) 

¶ Additional Script Libraries (file ProppFrexx ONAIR.scriptlibs) 

¶ Global Message Center Messages (file ProppFrexx ONAIR.messages) 

¶ Mixing configuration (file ProppFrexx ONAIR.mixing) 

¶ RuleSets configuration (file ProppFrexx ONAIR.rulesets) 
 

By default ProppFrexx ONAIR stores the above mentioned configuration files in the 
standard configuration directory (which might be either the default Application User Data 
Folder or the configuration directory as defined by the -config command-line option, see 
above). 
By using this command-line option you can enforce ProppFrexx ONAIR to retrieve and 
store the above mentioned configuration files at the given path location. This might for 
example be useful, if you want to share a global and common configuration of your libraries 
and mixing settings for different ProppFrexx instances (e.g. installed on different machines 
within a network) at a single central location. When doing so, be careful with making changes 
to these global config files, as different ProppFrexx instances might overwrite each others 
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changes. To prevent such scenario, make sure to use a single dedicated ProppFrexx instance 
for making changes to your library collection (add or remove libraries) and for making 
changes to your mixing settings. 

 

- usbReg  

By default, ProppFrexx ONAIR uses a machine related registration. This means the 
registration process ties the Ident-Number and the registration data to the local computer 
and stores the registration information to the users windows registry 
(HKEY_CURRENT_USER). This means, the registration is only valid on this 
computer/PC and if the machine configuration changes (e.g. your CPU, motherboard or 
network settings change) your registration might become invalid as the Ident-Number might 
change with it. As an alternative you can enforce ProppFrexx ONAIR to tie the registration 
to almost any removable USB-Device (ie. a USB-Stick). Use the above command-line option 
to do so. In this case the registration information will be stored on the root path of the 
selected USB-Device. This registration method has the advantage that you can use this USB-
Stick even on different machines ð but only on one at a time and the Ident-Number will not 
change, if you change your machine configuration! However, the USB-Device must be 
present all the time ProppFrexx ONAIR is running! 

 Note, that the USB-Device registration will present you a different Ident-Number 
and therefore requires new registration data to be obtained from RADIO42! 
This means, if you wish to use both (standard and USB-Device) registrations you 
need to request two independent registration keys (2 licenses are needed)! 

 If you selected the USB-Device registration method make sure to run/start 
ProppFrexx ONAIR every time with this command-line option! If you start 
ProppFrexx ONAIR and omit this option the standard registration will become 
active (for which you might not have registered so far)! 

 

- file Reg 

By default, ProppFrexx ONAIR uses a machine related registration. This means the 
registration process ties the Ident-Number and the registration data to the local computer 
and stores the registration information to the users windows registry 
(HKEY_CURRENT_USER). This means, the registration is only valid on this 
computer/PC and if the machine configuration changes (e.g. your CPU, motherboard or 
network settings change) your registration might become invalid as the Ident-Number might 
change with it. As an alternative you can enforce ProppFrexx ONAIR to tie the registration 
to the local hard disk it is installed on. Use the above command-line option to do so. In this 
case the registration information will be stored in an extra file within the configuration path. 

 Note, that the local hard disk registration will present you a different Ident-Number 
and therefore requires new registration data to be obtained from RADIO42! 
This means, if you wish to use both (standard and hard disk) registrations you need 
to request two independent registration keys (2 licenses are needed)! 
Also note, that the hard disk registration should NOT be used with our local main 
desktop drive, e.g. C: using the default Program Files location, as by default the 
Windows Program Files path is write protected, i.e. the registration key could NOT 
be saved to that folder, except you grant full write access to it yoursef! 

 In most cases using the ă- fileReg ò command-line option means, that you should 
also use the ă- config ò command-line option in order to specify the configuration 
path location to be on the same hard disk as your executable. This allows you to 
install ProppFrexx ONAIR on a certain hard disk and to register ProppFrexx 
ONAIR for that certain hard disk - so that you can carry this hard disk with you 
and use it on any machine the hard disk is attached to. 'This is what we call a 
'mobile hard disk installation'. A mobile hard disk installation requires you to always 
use the command-line options given! 



 

ProppFrexx ONAIR 

 

44 RADIO42 Confidential  
 

 If you selected the hard disk registration method make sure to run/start 
ProppFrexx ONAIR every time with this command-line option! If you start 
ProppFrexx ONAIR and omit this option the standard registration will become 
active (for which you might not have registered so far)! 

 You might move the ProppFrexx ONAIR installation to a different location by 
simply copying all files from the current installation directory to the new one 
including all sub-directories. 

 The same applies to all your configuration files. You might copy all files and sub-
directories from your Application User Data Folder to a new PC or location in 
order to transfer all settings. Note that the files with the extension ă.mixerò contain 
the mixer setup, so make sure that the machine you are transferring the settings to 
might not use the same soundcard devices - and such a new setup of the mixer 
might be required. 

 

- slave  

By default, ProppFrexx ONAIR starts in master mode and neither the OnSetMaster nor the 
OnSetSlave control commands are executed. Using this command-line option enforces to start 
ProppFrexx ONAIR in the slave mode and such the OnSetSlave control command is 
triggered at startup. 

 

- master  

By default, ProppFrexx ONAIR starts in master mode and neither the OnSetMaster nor the 
OnSetSlave control commands are executed. Using this command-line option enforces to start 
ProppFrexx ONAIR in the master mode and such the OnSetMaster control command is 
triggered at startup. 

 

- roentrystatsfile  <entrystatsfile > 

This allows you to specify a readonly Entry Statistics file of ôanotherõ ProppFrexx instance. It 
must denote a full path to a valid .entrystats file on e.g. you server machine. If given, this 
ProppFrexx instance will only read the entry statistics, but never save or update them. The 
stats are also only read in at startup and when the general settings dialog is being closed. This 
would allow a pure editing instance to display the stats of another instance, without using a 
Media Library Server. 

 

- allowmultiple  

By default, only one instance of ProppFrexx ONAIR can be started at a time on your 
machine. You might use this command-line option to allow multiple instances to be started. 

 Note, that various issues might arise when starting multiple instances of 
ProppFrexx ONAIR, eg. the same ASIO device cannot be used twice, the 
scheduler cannot run in parallel using the same calendar file, etc. 
So it is recommended to only use this command-line option together with the ă-
configó option. Be sure you know what you are doing. 
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WORKING WITH  ProppFrexx ONAIR 
The first thing you should think about when using ProppFrexx ONAIR is how you want to 
use it, meaning in which hardware environment (soundcards, external mixer etc.) you want to 
embed it. 

ProppFrexx ONAIR has very flexible capabilities when it comes to using your soundcard 
inputs and outputs. You can define any number of mixer channels and routings to these 
channels. Each mixer channel represents one logical audio stream to one of your soundcard 
I/Os - this is what we call the 'mixer setup'. As ProppFrexx ONAIR has various integrated 
players (eg. the DJ Players, the PFL Player, the Quick Monitor Player, the Cartwall Players, 
the Standby Players, the MODStream Player, the Overlay Player etc.) you can freely define to 
what mixer channel you want to route each of these players. The routing therefore defines 
what soundcard outputs are being used by each player. Furthermore, you might send the 
audio signal of a mixer channel to other mixer channels and thus clone/copy the audio signal 
from one mixer channel to others. The same applies to input mixer channels 
receiving/recording the audio signal from a soundcard input. You might also send any input 
audio signal to any of the defined output mixer channels. Virtual output mixer channels lets 
you define group- or sub-busses. And last but not least you can use any mixer channel as a 
source for a streaming server. 

As you might guess, it is important to first plan your mixer setup and routing: 

a) What soundcard inputs and outputs will be required? 

b) How many mixer channels (input and output) are needed? 

c) Is an external mixer being used or should only internal mixing be performed? 

d) Are external audio sources (CD-Players, Turntables, etc.) being used? 

e) Are inputs being captured (eg. microphones or a final mix from an external mixer)? 

f) Should the integrated streaming servers being used and if yes, from which mixer 
channel should they stream? 

g) Are extra monitoring mixer channels being required (eg. to feed monitor or control 
room speakers)? 

All these questions and the related setup is further described in the chapter ăMixer Setupò. 

But let's first take a look to the ProppFrexx ONAIR main window and its components. 
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The Main Window 

The ProppFrexx ONAIR user interface comes as a modern ribbon control with a multiple 
document interface and a flexible docking manager. This allows you to arrange any window 
to any location and of course it also supports any multi monitor environment. The user 
interface is skinnable and comes with over 30 skins to allow you to customize the look and 
feel to your needs. This also includes a high contrast skin for color blind people. The new 
Microsoft Windows® operating systems (like Vista, Windows 7 or Server 2008) allow you to 
change the DPI resolution, which in effect will display the ProppFrexx ONAIR user 
interface bigger or smaller. This is again a huge advantage for visually handicapped people. 

The cutting-edge user interface was designed to let you operate ProppFrexx ONAIR in a 
simple and intuitive but also efficient way. Here is an overview of the main window 
elements: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 13: The Main Window 

 

Main Menu: The main menu can be opened by clicking the main menu button. 

Main Menu Button 

Quick Access Toolbar 

Ribbon Bar 

Header Bar 

Playlist Window Area 

Status Bar 

Tabbed Docking Windows 

Tab Window Title Bar 

Tab Window Caption 
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Ribbon Bar: The ribbon bar contains three groups: the main control bar, the scheduler 
control bar and the user control bar. You can change the active group by clicking on the 
related group header item. The main control bar contains the most frequently used toolbar 
items. When a playlist window is open additional tool bar items will be shown. 

Quick Access Tool Bar: The quick access tool bar contains shortcuts to the ribbon bar 
items and can be customized by right-clicking on any ribbon bar item. 

Header Bar: The header bar shows the currently logged in user (if user access control is 
enabled), the on-air status and contains the help menu. 

Status Bar: The status bar shows the last performed action or related information and 
displays the CPU usage as well as the current date and time. 

Playlist Window: In this area playlist windows will be shown. You can open as many 
playlists in parallel as you want. Playlist windows are always arranged in a tabbed manner on 
the main window. All other windows can be freely arranged (docked or floating, see below). 

Tabbed Docking Windows: ProppFrexx ONAIR hosts the following docking windows: 

 1. Station Visual : displays your station logo or a FFT visual of any mixer channel. 
 2. ONAIR Time  : Displays the current date and time and optional messages. 
 3. Cartwall I and II  : Displays your cartwall items. 
 4. Control Room Message Center : Displays RSS Feeds and general messages. 
 5. Network Streaming Monitor : Displays all used broadcast streaming servers. 
 6. Main Mixer : Displays all mixer channels and the main channel strip. 
 7. Find Track : Displays a search to find tracks in your libraries. 
 8. Directory Explorer : Displays an explorer to navigate through any folder. 
 9. Trackboard : Displays an internal clipboard of tracks you might want to use. 
 10. Web Browser : Displays the build in web browser. 
 11. Standby Players : Displays your configured stand-by players. 
 12. MODStream Player : If used, the MODStream watcher is displayed. 
 13. Overlay Player : If used, the overlay player is displayed. 

You can rearrange the position and location of any of the docking windows by dragging the 
docking window's title bar or caption with the mouse. When dragging, docking icons are 
displayed which help you arrange the window to a new location and position. A window can 
either be docked to any other window or it can be floating. You might also rearrange the 
order of tabbed docking windows by dragging the tab window caption. 

 

Figure 14: Dragging a Docking Window 

Docking Icons Docking Preview Area 
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 To use ProppFrexx ONAIR in a multi-monitor environment, you might move a 
docking window to a different monitor on your expanded desktop. Eg. keep the 
main window (containing the playlists) on your main monitor, but make the 
cartwall window, the mixer window and any other docking window floating and 
located these windows on your secondary monitor. 

 The state and location of any window will be saved when you close ProppFrexx 
ONAIR and restored when you open  it again. When using the user access control 
this is also true for any individual user. 

 

 

The Main Menu 

To open the main menu click on the main menu button: 

  

Figure 15: The Main Menu 

The individual functions of the main menu are described in the following chapters. 

 

The Ribbon Bar 

The ribbon bar contains three different pages: 

1. the Main Control page 

2. the Scheduler Control page 

3. the User Control page 

4. the DJ Control page 

Depending on the state of ProppFrexx ONAIR (eg. if a playlist window is open or the 
scheduler is running) the ribbon bars show more or less items. 

 

 

Opens a new and empty playlist 

Opens a most recently used playlist or library 

Saves the current playlist 

Closes the current playlist 

Prints the current playlist 

Opens the general configuration settings 

Lets you change the look and feel (skin) 

Rips tracks from an audio CD 

Burns tracks to an audio CD 

Changes the user (if user access control is enabled) 

Closes ProppFrexx ONAIR 

Main Menu Button 

Lets you instantly record from any mixer source 
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Figure 16: The Main Control Ribbon Page 

Open: Opens an existing playlist (Ctrl+O). Click on the arrow to open the most recently 
used playlists or any of the defined media libraries. 

New: Creates a new and empty playlist (Ctrl+N). 

Close: Closes the currently active playlist (Ctrl+F4). 

Save: Saves the currently active playlist (Ctrl+S). Click on the arrow to open the save sub-
menu. 

Save Playlist As: Saves the currently active playlist under a new filename to a new 
location (Ctrl+Shift+S). The playlist entries are left at their original location, just the 
playlist location will change. 

Copy Playlist To: Copies the content of the playlist (the tracks of the playlist) to a new 
target directory (Ctrl+Shift+C). This allows you to place all tracks plus the playlist itself 
to a single folder. This might be useful for pre-production preparation. 

Rename Playlist: Changes the name (not the file) of the currently active playlist 
(Alt+F3). 

Save Media Libraries: Saves all loaded Media Libraries, if they have been changed. 

Save Cartwall Libraries: Saves all loaded cartwall libraries, if they have been changed. 

Save All: Saves all open files, incl. playlists, media and cartwall libraries as well as mixer 
settings (Alt+Ctrl+S). 

AutoPlay: Toggles the AutoPlay option. If enabled the current playlist will automatically 
advance the tracks and play them automatically one after the other. If disabled you have to 
advance the tracks manually (F4). 

AutoPlaylist (combo box): Selects which playlist should be used when in automatic 
playback mode. This can either be the currently active playlist or a loaded media library. 

AutoTrackMode (combo box): Sequential: Selects a next track in linear order from the 
selected media library. Random: Selects a next track in random order from the selected media 
library. 

Fading: Toogles the fading option. If fading is enabled the players do use any defined 
volume curve during playback. If disabled the tracks are played without applying any volume 
curve (F3). This also defines how players are stopped/paused resp. resumed by default, ie. if 
they fade-out/ -in. 

AutoPlay Caption Arrow: Click on the small arrow icon at the lower right of the AutoPlay 
caption to open a list of the last recently played tracks. 

Delay Overlay: Click here to delay the start time of the current overlay, which is about to 
start (only visible when the MODStream or Overlay player is active). 

Play Next Track: Starts playback of the next track in the currently active playlist and stops 
the current playing track. Fades out on UseFading, Eject on AutoUnload (F9). 

Play Next Track: Immediately starts playback of the next track in the currently active 
playlist and stops the current playing track. No Fading, Eject on AutoUnload (Shift+F9). 

Next Track Only: Starts playback of only the next track in the active playlist. Any other 
currently playing track will not be stopped. Only the next DJ Player will be started. 

Load Next Track: Loads the next track to the next DJ Player. If Manual Load or Manual 
Unload is specified and no DJ Player is free, no track will be loaded (Alt+Ctrl+F9). 

Play/Pause Use Fading: Pauses or resumes playback of the current track in the active 
playlist. If the current DJ Player is playing it will be paused. If the current DJ Player is paused 
it will be started. Fades out on UseFading, No Eject (Ctrl+F9). 
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Play/Pause No Fading: Immediately pauses or resumes playback of the current track in 
the active playlist. If the current DJ Player is playing it will be paused. If the current DJ 
Player is paused it will be started. No Fading, No Eject (Ctrl+Shift+F9). 

Play/Stop Use Fading: Stops or resumes playback of the current track in the active playlist. 
If the current DJ Player is playing it will be stopped and ejected. If the current DJ Player is 
paused it will be started. Fades out on UseFading, Eject on AutoUnload (Alt+F9). 

Play/Stop No Fading: Immediately stops or resumes playback of the current track in the 
active playlist. If the current DJ Player is playing it will be stopped and ejected. If the current 
DJ Player is paused it will be started. No Fading, Eject on AutoUnload (Alt+Shift+F9). 

PFL: Opens the PFL Player (pre fade listening) for the currently selected track (F2). 

TalkOver: If enabled the master volume of the main mixer will be lowered to allow talk 
over. Note: the talk over level can be adjusted in the general settings dialog (F11). 

Quick Monitor Player: Can be used to quickly play (and pre-listen) any track in a playlist, 
find window, directory explorer, trackboard etc. (Spacebar: play/stop track; Key-Right: Fast 
Forward by 10sec.; Key-Left: Fast Rewind by 10sec.). Click on the Quick Monitor Player 
group's caption button to display the quick list (this list can be used to temporarily store 
tracks for later quick retrieval). 

Quick Monitor Position: Indicates the position of the track currently loaded to the 
quick monitor player. Click to change the position. 

QM Play: Plays the track currently loaded to the Quick Monitor Player (Ctrl+Q). 

QM Pause: Pauses the track currently loaded to the Quick Monitor Player 
(Shift+Ctrl+Q). 

QM Stop: Stops the track currently loaded to the Quick Monitor Player. 

QM Fast Rewind: Performs a fast rewind of the track currently loaded to the Quick 
Monitor Player by 10sec. (Key-Left). 

QM Fast Forward: Performs a fast forward of the track currently loaded to the Quick 
Monitor Player by 10sec. (Key-Right). 

Add to QuickList: Adds the track currently loaded to the Quick Monitor Player to its 
quick list. 

Quick Monitor Caption Arrow: Click on the small arrow icon at the lower right of the 
Quick Monitor Player caption to open the quick player list containing tracks you added to 
the quick list. 

 

 

Figure 17: The Scheduler Control Ribbon Page 

Scripts: Shows all defined scripts. 

Scheduler: Shows the OnAir Scheduler. 

Run Scheduler: Runs or Stops the Scheduler. If running, the programs/scripts within the 
scheduler are automatically executed at their defined times (Shift+F4). 

Current Program: When the scheduler is running the currently active program and script 
together with their start and end time are shown. 

Next Program: When the scheduler is running the upcoming, next  program and script 
together with their start and end time are shown. 
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Figure 18: The User Control Ribbon Page 

Play/Pause Use Fading (A,B,C,D): Pauses or resumes playback of DJ Player A,B,C,D in 
the active playlist. If DJ Player A,B,C,D is playing it will be paused. If DJ Player A,B,C,D is 
paused it will be started. Fades out on UseFading, No Eject (F5,F6,F7,F8). 

Play/Pause No Fading (A,B,C,D): Immediately pauses or resumes playback of DJ Player 
A,B,C,D in the active playlist. If DJ Player A,B,C,D is playing it will be paused. If DJ Player 
A,B,C,D is paused it will be started. No Fading, No Eject (Shift+F5,+F6, +F7,+F8). 

Pause A,B,C,D: Directly pauses or unpauses the track in DJ Player A,B,C,D. The current 
track position is maintained, so that unpausing the player will remain exactly from where it 
was paused. UseFading is ignored (Ctrl+Shift+F5,+F6,+F7,+F8). 

Rewind A,B,C;D: Rewinds the track in DJ Player A,B,C,D to CueIn and pauses 
(Alt+Shift+F5,+F6,+F7,+F8). 

Eject Use Fading A,B,C,D: Stops the current track loaded in DJ Player A,B,C,D and ejects 
it. If UseFading is specified the track will be fade-out and then ejected 
(Ctrl+F5,+F6,+F7,+F8). 

Eject No Fading A,B,C,D: Immediatly stops the current track loaded in DJ Player 
A,B,C,D and ejects it without fading (Ctrl+Shift+F5,+F6,+F7,+F8). 

Load A,B,C;D: Loads the selected track from the currently active playlist to DJ Player 
A,B,C,D. Note: If the player already contains a loaded track, that one will be ejected first 
(Alt+Ctrl+F5,+F6,+F7,+F8). 

PFL A,B,C,D: Starts or stops PFL for DJ Player A,B,C,D (Alt+F5,+F6,+F7,+F8). 

TalkOver: If enabled the master volume of the main mixer will be lowered to allow talk 
over. Note: the talk over level can be adjusted in the general settings dialog (F11). 

User Commands: In this gallery all 50 user definable control command assignments will be 
shown (see the chapter ăGeneral Configuration Settingsò for more information on how to assign 
control commands). This allows you to define 50 shortcuts to any control command(s) 
available. 

 

The Header Bar 

 

Figure 19: The Header Bar 

The header bar at the top right location of the main window displays the currently logged in 
user (if user access control is enabled), allowing you to change the user settings as well as the 
user password. It shows the current OnAir/OffAir status and it further it allows you to lock 
the ProppFrexx ONAIR user interface (eg. to prevent unauthorized access) and provides to 
the help system. 

Current User: Shows the currently logged in user name. Click to open the user settings 
menu. 

Change Password: Allows you to change the password of the currently logged in user. 

Change User Settings: Changes the user specific settings of the currently logged in 
user (Ctrl+F3). 

Lock: Locks ProppFrexx ONAIR or logs off the current user. 

OnAir Indicator: Either OnAir or OffAir is displayed, depending on, if any of the input 
mixer channels are 'open' (active, unmuted and fader up). 




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































